Tiaprofenic acid is a non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drug of the propionic acid group. It is a potent inhibitor of prostaglandin biosynthesis through inhibition of cyclo-oxygenase.3 Tiaprofenic acid is metabolised in the liver, where about 5% is oxidised to phenol and alcohol derivatives. The parent compound and these metabolites are excreted in urine largely as acylglucuronides. The half life of the drug is short, and steady state is reached on the first day of the treatment.
The mechanism of tiaprofenic acid induced cystitis remains unknown. But awareness of this side effect is important as non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs are the most commonly prescribed drugs. In addition tiaprofenic acid induced cystitis could be confused with interstitial cystitis, the treatment of which is highly unsatisfactory and invasive.
